A Trip to Ei Thu Hta (by Htaw Htoo)

Hello friends,

This month, | went to Ei Thu Hta refugee camp inside Burma. The camp is located along
Salween River on the Burma side. This time | took a ferry, a long tail boat, instead of renting one.
It is cheaper that way. There are more than 4000 refugees in the camp and 95% of them are
Christians. | focus on refugee camps inside Burma because they don't get help as much as
refugees inside Thailand simply because foreigners need special permission from Thai border
guard and local authority. For refugee camps inside Thailand, even a tourist can go and visit,
although it is getting harder.

Refugees inside the Ei Thu Hta camp have strong will and they are united. They have a camp
leader and camp committee members. | look at their eyes and see FEAR and HOPE at the
same time. FEAR because their camp is within the reach of a Burmese artillery and an artillery
battalion is not very far to the south. There are Burmese army camps around the refugee camp
too within one hour walk. All refugees inside the camp have emergency packs for one day in
case the Burmese army decides to attack the camp. The only reason the camp is not attacked
is it is under UN watch/care, although there is no official UN office inside the camp.

The camp has only one Church for almost 4000 dwellers and a female pastor is leading the
congregation. She told me we, visitors, can come and go but they are trap inside the camp. At
the same time, they have HOPE because they all have strong will to back to where they are
from. They all hope for a day to go home. Most, if not all, refugees inside the camp were forced
out of their home when Than Shwe decided to build his new grave at Nay Pyi Daw. They all
took different route to get to the camp, which took approximately 2 weeks. They were helped by
villages along the way. They all lived in separate locations until the camp was officially set up in
2006.

I and my friends delivered two big bags of clothes, and | and other people collected from friends
in Chiang Mai and around the area. They are currently receiving rice and salt from TBBC. They
grow their own fruit and vegetable, raise chicken, ducks, goats, fish, etc. The camp is
approximately the same size as Mae La camp but less people so they can grow crops to eat or
sell. | asked one of the committee members what they need and he said they need food. So |
will take several kilo of fish paste next time.

One the way back from the camp we were on a smaller boat. While driving pass a Burmese
Army camp, one soldier (I think an officer) came out of a check point and waved at us to come
to pick him up. He either needed to go to another camp down the river or to Mae Sam Laep.
The driver and everybody on the boat ignored him. After a while he gave up and went back into
the check point.

Please continue to pray for the refugees inside and outside of Burma. Also pray for me to reach
the unreached and love the unloved.

Shalom,

Htaw
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Children playing beside the school ~ Inside the only church for the entire camp
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Children playing beside the school The little boat we took on the way back
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ae Saam Laep from the Salween River
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